AAUP, General
In some countries (West Germany, for instance), academic freedom has received some degree of express constitutional standing in the nation's explicit basic law.3 In this country, in contrast, it never has-that is, not expressly through any "academic freedom" clause. But even so, major parts of the Bill of Rights have over time proved quite serviceable in resolving academic freedom disputes in the United States. Indeed, in a practical way, a certain synergy has grown up, as it were, between the principles articulated in the 1915 and 1940 Statements on academic freedom and particular provisions of our Constitution, a development also worked out largely since the 1940 Statement came of age. This development is also reviewed in this issue of Law & Contemporary Problems. Several articles take up the matter not simply historically or generally, moreover, but quite specifically and concretely, in terms of current campus disputes.
There is a good deal of intellectual trafficking among the documents, principles, and neighboring 1990-1991 anniversaries brought together in this symposium. Varieties of academic freedom will be found to draw sustenance from certain constitutional provisions, but sometimes rather weakly. The 1940 Statement may fill some interstices, yet may also leave a great deal out of account. Contemporary academic freedom problems in our universities pose hard tests and generate strong differences in how best to respond to these problems. Differences in custom, differences in institutional practice, differences in public and professional expectations, differences in judicial attitude, and large degrees of constitutional uncertainty abound. Even so, on behalf of those who contributed their talent and energy to this project, as special editor for this issue, I am confident the reader will find this an excellent resource. A little more than a quarter century ago, Law & Contemporary Problems provided the first professional journal symposium review on academic freedom in the United States.4 It is all the more appropriate on that account that we should return to it again in 1990-1991. 
